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political game which they helped to create with the negotiation of peace. By showing us the possibility of such alchemy, this 
metamorphosis of bullets into votes, as one of the fruits and also characteristics of Tom Thumb’s metamorphosis.

The metamorphosis of the Tom Thumb of twenty years ago into the Tom Thumb of today, a vantage point from which to 
look forwards, to the road ahead, the challenges which the future poses us. Feeling that if we could, we can. That the path 
is made by walking, and we are walking the path. That the future is possible, and it is yet to be written.

 1. El Salvador is known as “Pulgarcito”, or Tom Thumb, due to its small geographical size.

CAPMATCH: online platform for exchanging experiences in 
post-conflict situations

 https://capmatch.dfs.un.org/Capmatch/

 The new online platform called Global Marketplace for Civilian Capacities (in short: CAP-
MATCH), launched by the UN in September this year, allows both governmental and non-
governmental organizations to share post-conflict transition experiences, in order to learn 
more from policies and peacebuilding strategies which have been put in place so far.

CAPMATCH, which forms part of the UN Civilian Capacities Initiative, aims to capture 
experiences from all over the world, with a particular focus on “the global South”. Stress-

ing that there is no single model for institution-building, organizations are recommended to look at numerous different types of 
experience and to adapt these to their own local contexts.

Examples of CAPMATCH experience exchanges include Liberia requesting support in implementing its national capacity devel-
opment strategy or Cote d’Ivoire offering to share its experience of its first post-conflict election process while at the same time 
asking for expertise to continue to build the functions of its independent electoral commission.

Aiming to address areas in which expertise is in high demand, the platform prioritises: safety and security (including community 
violence reduction, disarmament and demobilization, mine action, police, protection of civilians, security sector reform, and tran-
snational crime and counter-terrorism), justice (incl. criminal justice, judicial and legal reforms and transnational justice), core 
government functionality, economic revitalization, and inclusive political process.

Clearly, the more government agencies and civil society organizations take part in this initiative, the more useful CAPMATCH will 
be, which is why all organizations with experience in post-conflict situations are encouraged to sign up to this platform. Organiza-
tions can also create joint ventures, by offering their combined experience through a package of services and/or capacities for 
third parties. For more information, see the user guide available on the CAPMATCH website.

L.v.T.
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Latituds: Armes sota control
http://blogs.tv3.cat/latituds.php?itemid=47727

 Aquest documental, coproduït per Televisió de Catalunya i l’ICIP, fa els seguiment de la 
darrera conferència sobre el Tractat de Comerç d’armes que va tenir lloc a la seu de les 
Nacions Unides (Nova York) al juliol de 2012. A través de les entrevistes que els tècnics de 
l’ICIP, Eugènia Riera i Xavier Alcalde, van fer a activistes i diplomàtics que participaven a la 
conferència, el documental recorda els principals arguments a favor de l’adopció per part de 
la comunitat internacional d’un nou instrument de control de comerç d’armes. També il·lustra 
l’agenda i els reptes que afronten els activistes per la pau i els drets humans en conferèn-
cies diplomàtiques com aquesta.

Latituds: Armes sota control (http://blogs.tv3.cat/latituds.php?itemid=47727) es pot veure 
per internet. El web (http://www20.gencat.cat/portal/site/icip/menuitem.a0d8dad669f5ec75
56159f10b0c0e1a0/?vgnextoid=34a4ea341fe60310VgnVCM1000008d0c1e0aRCRD&vg

nextchannel=34a4ea341fe60310VgnVCM1000008d0c1e0aRCRD&vgnextfmt=default) i el bloc (http://blocs.gencat.cat/blocs/
AppPHP/icip/) de l’ICIP ofereixen informació detallada sobre el procés cap a un tractat de comerç d’armes.

S.P.

Human Security Report Project, Human Security Report 2012: 
Sexual Violence, Education, and War: Beyond the Mainstream 
Narrative, (Vancouver: Human Security Press, 2012)
http://hsrgroup.org/human-security-reports/2012/text.aspx

  What we know about wartime sexual violence and the impact of war on education is 
sometimes flat-out wrong. That is the conclusion of the Human Security Report 2012, 
which is full of surprising, often counter-intuitive, findings on global and regional trends 
in armed conflict.

The report, which aims to shed new light on the human costs of war and which is inspired by the UN’s Human Development 
Report, claims for example that there is no compelling evidence to support the widely held assumptions that conflict-related 
sexual violence is on the rise or that rape is increasingly being deployed as a “weapon of war”.

Another counter-intuitive finding of the report is that the mainstream narrative actually ignores the greatest source of 
wartime sexual violence, namely domestic sexual violence in wartime, which the study claims is far more pervasive and 
which victimizes a far greater number of women than sexual violence committed by combatants. Similarly surprising is the 
conclusion that more often than not educational outcomes in war-affected countries actually improve over time, even in 
the regions worst affected by conflict.

The study also presents new research on two issues which are often overlooked, wartime sexual violence against males 
and female perpetration of sexual violence, claiming that these types of violence occur much more frequent than generally 
believed.

L.v.T.
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Carmen Magallón Portolés, Contar en el mundo. Una mirada so-
bre las relaciones internacionales desde las vidas de las mu-
jeres, Madrid, Horas y horas, 2012

 The title that the author has chosen for her book reflects very well the essence she wants 
to give to her work. The Spanish verb “contar” means not only “to count” in the sense of 
numeric values, but also “leaving a footprint, being recognized and being appraised”. Ad-
ditionally, “contar” means to make something known, to report on something, to narrate, to 
communicate, or to tell a story.

The book intends to show how women both count and matter in the area of the international 
relations. In order to do so, the author reports on how global feminism is related to the will 
to have an impact upon decisions about conflict management, peace and war. She also 
explains how, in the field of peacebuilding, the daily practice of human life support is both 
relevant from a material point of view, as well as significant in the area of theoretical and 
conceptual reflection. Activism and life maintenance confer on women discourse, sense and 
value in the international context. The fact that both lines of action have had no voice in the 
historical and political discourse is a loss that we have to attribute to patriarchy, but that does 

not reduce the importance of the work done by the women of the world.

The proposal of Carmen Magallón is that women bring presence and meaning from their diverse experiences in order to 
count in the world and to tell the world by rewriting international relations with their own voices.

E.G.

Documentary series “Després de la pau” (After Peace)
despresdelapau.wordpress.com 

 “Després de la pau” (After Peace) is a documentary series of seven episodes, 
produced by the associations Fora de Quadre and Contrast, which explains to us 
and confronts us with the different paths towards peace that were undertaken in 
countries like Bosnia, Lebanon, Guatemala, Rwanda, Argentina, South Africa, and 
Cambodia. Peace does not necessarily arrive with the signature of an agreement 
and the end of war. Rather, it requires a complex and difficult process of construct-
ing peace, memory, truth, reconciliation and justice. “Després de la pau” explains 
this process in a very illustrative way.

On 18 December the episodes “Guatemala: Rescuing memory” (coproduced with 
ICIP) and “Rwanda: The compulsory reconciliation” will be premiered in Barcelo-
na. Two previous episodes, “Bosnia: The divided peace” and “Lebanon: Pact of 
silence”, will also be projected.

The videos are also available with English subtitles: http://vimeo.com/50772358 (Bosnia); http://vimeo.com/49970274 
(Lebanon).

For more information visit: despresdelapau.wordpress.com

S.P.
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Campaigns. Collectives. Persons. 30 years of peace movement in Catalonia
In December 2012, and throughout the year 2013, it will be possible to visit the exhibition Campanyes. Col·lectius. Persones. 
30 anys de moviment per la pau a Catalunya in the ICIP exposition area (Gran Via de les Corts Catalanes 658, Barcelona). The 
selection highlights the visual and street dimensions of the peace movement, giving prominence to posters, photographs and 
other graphic materials that were produced in Catalonia between 1971 and 2003.
The exhibition shows the vitality of this movement and reminds visitors of some grassroot peace initiatives based on collec-
tive creativity, personal commitment, a strong will of mobilizing people, and a good deal of protest abilities that brought in new 
proposals.

The opening of the exhibition will take place on 4th December at the occasion of the celebration of the fifth anniversary of 
the adoption of law 14/2007 ((http://www20.gencat.cat/docs/icip/Continguts/LInstitut/Arxius/llei_1407_cat.pdf)), adopted by the 
Parliament of Catalonia, which created ICIP.

ICIP’s first Lipdub-for-Peace Contest
On 21 December the deadline to send in videos for the first Lipdub-for-Peace Contest organised by ICIP will expire. The com-
petition, which is open to all non-university educational establishments of Catalonia, aims to promote school activities in favour 
of peace and nonviolence through a collective activity that must be creative, participatory and fun.

The best lipdubs submitted will be screened during a public event to be held by ICIP on January 30, 2013, School Day of Non-
violence and Peace. The prize, consisting of a video camera, will be presented to the winning team during this event.

“Madres de Soacha” winners of the 2012 ICIP Peace in Progress Award
This year, on the occasion of the celebration of the International Day of the Peace, ICIP has made public the winning candida-
ture of the 2012 Peace in Progress Award. The Governing Board of ICIP has awarded the 2012 ICIP Peace in Progress Award 
to Luz Marina Bernal, Carmenza Gómez, Maria Sanabria, Melida Bermúdez and Lucero Carmona, five women who are part 
of a group of Colombian mothers often referred to in the media as “Madres de Soacha” (Mothers of Soacha; Soacha being a 
town near Bogotá).

The five mothers have been awarded for the work they have carried out in response to the extrajudicial killings of some of their 
children by the Colombian security forces. Their persistent and very courageous work has become a symbol of the almost 
3,000 allegations of extrajudicial killings committed between 2004 and 2008, and still under judicial investigation. These execu-
tions were subsequently justified with accusations that have proven to be false; the so-called “false positives”.

The ICIP Peace in Progress Award consists of public recognition, a sculpture created by Nobel Peace Prize winner Adolfo 
Pérez Esquivel, called Puerta del Sol, and 6,000 euros. It will be presented at the beginning of 2013 in an event to be held at 
the Parliament of Catalonia.

New publications and didactic materials
The collection Paz y Seguridad, co-edited by ICIP and Edicions Bellaterra, has expanded this autumn with the publication of 
the title Construir la paz: la experiencia y el papel de las mujeres en perspectiva internacional by Elisabeth Porter. The book, 
which explores the experience and the role of women in peacebuilding processes, provides us with a valuable reflection on 
concepts, debates and proposals about what it means to build peace and establishes a notion of peacebuilding as an integral 
and multidimensional process. The prologue to this Spanish edition has been written by Carmen Magallon.

Amongst the latest ICIP publications we can also highlight the Working Papers Does Warfare Matter? Severity, Duration, and 
Outcomes of Civil Wars, by Laia Balcells and Stathis Kalyvas (published in English); Las posiciones de los diferentes grupos 
políticos israelíes sobre la resolución de la situación de los Refugiados, by Aritz García (in Spanish); and Els esperantistes 
catalans. Un col·lectiu pacifista en un món global, by Hèctor Alòs (in Catalan).

In the collection Research Results the following works have been published: Las Operaciones Militares de España en el Exte-
rior (in Spanish), written by Eduardo Melero; Justicia de Transición: El caso de España (in Spanish), directed by Santiago Ripol 
Carulla and Carlos Villán Durán; Lecciones aprendidas de la participación española en guerras asimétricas (2000-2012) (in 
Spanish), directed by Rafael Martínez; and La política de exportaciones de armamento de los países de la Unión Europea a 
África (2002-2010) (in Spanish), written by Eduardo Melero.

This autumn ICIP has also published Bibliographic Dossier, Issue 7, which highlights a selection of recent articles published in 

ICIP NEWS

NEWS
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS
New report warns of rising conflict fears in Kosovo
A report entitled Still Time to Act: Rising Conflict Fears in Kosovo (http://www.saferworld.org.uk/downloads/pubdocs/Kos-
ovo:%20Still_time_to_act.pdf), published in October 2012 by Saferworld, points to a serious decline in public perceptions of 
safety and security in the country. The report indicates how tensions in Northern Kosovo have an impact on security perceptions 
and argues that divides between Pristina and the North have widened. The survey points out that, while across all ethnic groups 
fears of violent conflict resuming in the next five years have increased, more than 50% of respondents believe that a special 
status for Northern Kosovo would affect security negatively.

Five EU countries call for new “civilian-military structures” 
On 15 November the foreign and defence ministers of France, Germany, Italy, Poland and Spain issued a joint communiqué 
which argues the EU needs new “civilian-military structures” for overseas operations. Taking into account the economic crisis, 
it also called for more “pooling and sharing” of EU defence hardware, including ballistic-missile defence, drones, and airlift ca-
pacities. Last year the UK blocked the creation of a new operational headquarters (OHQ) for EU military missions in Brussels.

Russia-Iraq arms deal worth USD 4.2 billion
On 9 October Iraq and Russia concluded an arms deal worth USD 4.2bn. Iraq, which has been rebuilding its armed forces since 
the end of US combat operations on its territory, reportedly purchased 30 Mi-28 attack helicopters and 42 Pantsir-S1 surface-
to-air missile systems (which can also be used to defend against attacks from jets). It is said discussions are also underway 
for the acquisition of MiG-29 jets and heavy armoured vehicles along with other weaponry. These arms deals are said to be 
strategic for Russia, now the second largest arms supplier after the US, due to uncertainty about the future of its arms contracts 
with Syria and Libya.

New report on Nepali civil war calling for justice for war abuses
On 8 October the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights released the Nepal Conflict Report (http://www.ohchr.
org/Documents/Countries/NP/OHCHR_Nepal_Conflict_Report2012.pdf), which argues Nepal should investigate war abuses 
perpetrated during the Nepali civil war, which lasted from 1996 to 2006 and during which approximately 13.000 people were 
killed. The report criticises, amongst others, the fact that the transitional justice mechanisms which were promised in the 2006 
peace accords still haven’t been established and that perpetrators of serious violations have not been held accountable, and in 
some cases have even been promoted or offered amnesties.

EU Aid Volunteers
In September 2012 the European Commission set out its plans to develop the EU Aid Volunteers initiative, which will provide a 
path for Europeans eager to actively participate in humanitarian tasks. It will bring volunteers and organizations from different 
countries to work together in common projects. Conditions to become an EU Aid Volunteer include being over 18 years of age 
and being a citizen or a long-term resident in the EU and certain other European countries. Volunteers will be trained accord-
ing to their profile and subsequently examined before being deployed. The proposal includes a budget of €239.1 million that 
will be used for an extensive training package (€58 million), deployment (€137 million), capacity building in communities hit by 
disasters (€35 million) and supporting activities. For more information: http://ec.europa.eu/echo/euaidvolunteers/index_en.htm
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academic journals available in the ICIP library and with a special section about chronic violence and urban violence.

Moreover, a book of teaching material entitled Studying the Libyan conflict by use of the ‘Libya, Year Zero’ Exposition has been 
edited by ICIP. This volume aims to support educators working on the Libyan conflict with their students by offering them Alfonso 
Moral’s photographic material on the subject. With this volume ICIP hopes to help students understand the causes of violent 
conflict, incite them to reflect upon the consequences of violence and military intervention, and encourage them to be critical of 
the view that there is no alternative to war in the transformation of conflict. The book is also designed to bring our students at 
home closer to the reality lived by the Libyan population, shed light upon the things that both populations have in common, and 
to find connections between the youth in these two countries joined culturally and geographically by the Mediterranean.


